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Welcome

to Northeast lowa's Ride-Worthy Routes

Welcome to Northeast lowa, home to some of the best bike
trails and most scenic landscapes in lowa. Use this guide to
navigate more than 200 miles of paved, granular, soft, and
single-track trails spread across seven counties.

Don’t miss the Points of Interest section where you’ll find
contact information for local Visitor Welcome Centers that
can provide you even more information on the region’s

abundant lodging, dining, shopping, outdoor recreation, arts

and culture, and historic attractions.

Enjoy your time riding across Northeast lowa. You'll love the
view from here!

#WoWWHOKNEW

VISITIOWA.ORG

Trail Safety

Many bike trails in Northeast lowa are multi-use trails and you
may encounter walkers, joggers, horseback riders, and pets. Some
trails have little or no cell phone service, travel along shared
roadways and through towns, or may have been modified since
the creation of this map. Please follow these guidelines to ensure
a safe and enjoyable experience for all trail users.

1) Share the Trail. Slow down and be courteous of all users.
Bikes yield to horses and pedestrians.
2) Ride Right. Ride on the right and pass on the left.

3) Communicate. Signal when you approach others or are turning.

4) Stay Aware. Keep your eyes and ears open for other trail
users or vehicles.

5) Make a Plan. Know your route and tell others where you
are going and when you will be back.

6) Follow the Signs. Pay attention to trail signs and
directions installed by trail managers.

7) Use Safe Equipment. Wear a helmet and make sure your
bike is working properly.

 Leave No Trace. Trash belongs in the garbage.
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& Soft Trail

Picnic Area @ Primitive Camping

@ Event Center, 305 North Washington St.
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Location: Winneshiek & Howard County | Length: 20 miles | Surface: Paved Trail | Difficulty: Easy
Description: The Prairie Farmer Recreational Trail stretches from Cresco through Ridgeway to Calmar

Location: McGregor in Clayton County | Length: 11 miles / 2.8 Miles of Mtn Bike Trail
Surface: Single-Track | Difficulty: Varies | Description: Pikes Peak State Park is one

Trail Access Parking - -
— X /

E ="\ ) Van

Lonsing

A Ave

. /
7

s

3 \
along scenic woodlands, meadows, and agricultural land. The quiet trail primarily follows the abandoned of lowa’'s premier destinations, located along a National Scenic Byway and famed 7¢. Dunning’s Spring Park 7N \ ) ) )
Milwaukee Railroad line for a smooth, flat, and easy twenty-mile ride that offers great opportunities for for its stunning views. The Point Ann Trail offers challenging mountain biking. All 0 Dunning's Spring Park, Ice Cave Rd. - { = — Peenen < 7 //@n
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showcasing the wooded hills, rich Description: Dedicated in 1920, Backbone was PCII’I( &

you might have, mail you a brochure, offer
suggestions for your trip, assist with directions,
or anything that will make your planning easier.
Please allow us to be of assistance! We can be
contacted by visiting www.visitiowa.org.

farmland, abundant wildlife, historic
landmarks, and cultural and outdoor
experiences found within the Turkey
River Recreational Corridor. A life-size
eagle’s nest public art piece, numerous
shelters and parks, and interpretive
kiosks are located along the trail.

lowa’s first state park and remains one of the most
geologically unique. It is named for the Devil's
Backbone, a steep, narrow ridge of bedrock that is
the highest point in Northeast lowa. The designated
biking trails (Barred Owl, Bluebird, East Lake, and
West Lake) offer a robust and challenging trek
through picturesque natural beauty.

Location: Decorah in Winneshiek County | Length: 30+ miles | Surface: Single-Track & Soft | Difficulty: Varies
Description: More than twenty miles of scenic, well-maintained, and challenging single-track and soft trails twist,
loop, and climb throughout 450 wooded park acres. Detailed trail signs aid navigation and include loop and route
maps, directional arrows, difficulty ratings, safety considerations, and points of interest.

Location: West Union in Fayette County | Length: 3.75 miles | Surface: Paved Trail & Granular Trail | Difficulty: Easy

Description: The City of West Union is directly connected by paved trail through a beautiful city-owned public recreation area and the
Fayette County Conservation-managed Echo Valley State Park. Once in the State Park, visitors can continue on a granular trail and explore the
preserved historical structures, hand built by the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) in the 1930s. Additional opportunities in the park include
trout fishing, picnicking, and primitive camping.

16. Three Elms County Park
L © Parking Area, 20413 Elms Park Rd.

Location: Independence in Buchanan County | Length: 1 mile
Surface: Single-Track | Difficulty: Varies | Description: The Three
Elms Trail is one-way. Be sure to follow arrows and stop at all stop
signs. No riding during events at the area’s archery range.



